
I just want to be home, is that too much to ask?

Even when asleep I see white lines, hard shoulders,
Automated cranes on foreign wharves loading ships,

I see that final container that I still have to deliver,
The one that always seems to keep me from home,

I see tailbacks and blockades and upturned wreckage,
Docksides where I smoke when sleep refuses to come.

The blonde teenage hiker incessantly pulling a comb
Through her hair as she climbed up into my truck, 

Strung out on heroin, falling asleep on my shoulder
With the same smile as my thirteen-year-old daughter.

				      - Dermot Bolger

Haulier passing The Red Cow Roundabout, 11.15pm

This poster is part of NIGHT & DAY, an exhibition of poster poems by Dermot Bolger about everyday life in South 
Dublin County, commissioned and presented by INCONTEXT3, South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art
Scheme which is funded by the NRA and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Having been first published as posters displayed in the community, Bolger’s poem sequence was then interlaced 
with poems by other writers who live or work in South Dublin County to form the illustrated anthology  
Night & Day: Twenty Four Hours in the Life of Dublin City, which is published by New Island/South Dublin 
County Council. Bolger’s sequence was also published separately in his collection External Affairs. These posters 
and the poems by other writers in Night & Day can be downloaded from www.Dermotbolger.com. 

Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot Bolger is one of Ireland’s best known poets, novelists and playwrights.  
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