
Flowers Mark the Spot

      Flowers mark the spot 
Of the stolen car’s somersault. 
      Flowers mark the spot 
Of another unprovoked assault. 
      Supermarket bouquets,  
Barely noticed, wrapped in plastic, 
      Held aloft by sellotape 
Where a girl sought her fix, 
      Where lovers found a body 
Whose hands were neatly tied, 
      Where a driver lost control, 
Where someone’s daughter died. 

	 Bouquets that disintegrate 
During months devoid of sleep, 
      When numb parents ache  
To hear again a key turn in a lock 
      As loved ones arrive home 
Having dodged the roulette of fate.

      Withered flowers represent 
A grief they can never articulate.

- Dermot Bolger

This poster is part of NIGHT & DAY, an exhibition of poster poems by Dermot Bolger about everyday life in South 
Dublin County, commissioned and presented by INCONTEXT3, South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art
Scheme which is funded by the NRA and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Having been first published as posters displayed in the community, Bolger’s poem sequence was then interlaced 
with poems by other writers who live or work in South Dublin County to form the illustrated anthology  
Night & Day: Twenty Four Hours in the Life of Dublin City, which is published by New Island/South Dublin 
County Council. Bolger’s sequence was also published separately in his collection External Affairs. These posters 
and the poems by other writers in Night & Day can be downloaded from www.Dermotbolger.com. 

Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot Bolger is one of Ireland’s best known poets, novelists and playwrights.  

Designed and produced by Yellowstone Communications Design  670 4200.


