
Passing Certain Estates

On the night that they announce his death 
Those of us who live in the homes he built 
Will gather outside the gates of his mansion.

We will carry his oak coffin on our shoulders 
In a silent procession through every estate 
Where he ignored bylaws, left roads incomplete. 

We shall dig a grave to half its proper depth 
And lower his casket as far as it will fit, 
Swearing to return soon and finish the task.

His coffin shall be left jutting out on a slope, 
And on the subsiding headstone will be writ: 

“Death has no short cuts, no sharp practices, 
I lie as I left you, betrayed by empty promises.”

- Dermot Bolger

This poster is part of NIGHT & DAY, an exhibition of poster poems by Dermot Bolger about everyday life in South 
Dublin County, commissioned and presented by INCONTEXT3, South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art
Scheme which is funded by the NRA and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Having been first published as posters displayed in the community, Bolger’s poem sequence was then interlaced 
with poems by other writers who live or work in South Dublin County to form the illustrated anthology  
Night & Day: Twenty Four Hours in the Life of Dublin City, which is published by New Island/South Dublin 
County Council. Bolger’s sequence was also published separately in his collection External Affairs. These posters 
and the poems by other writers in Night & Day can be downloaded from www.Dermotbolger.com. 

Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot Bolger is one of Ireland’s best known poets, novelists and playwrights.  

Designed and produced by Yellowstone Communications Design  670 4200.


