
The Absent Fathers

I am the smiling man letting go his hand at the door, 
Timing to the last second when I must bring him back.

I am the six days of purgatory when I torture myself  
With longing for a glimpse of his eight-year-old face.

I am a succession of happy meals and playgrounds,  
An opened wallet, a question he cannot express,

An extra portion of fries, a man trying not to obsess  
About making each moment we spend together count.

I am the cause of confusion, I am a boundless love, 
I am a blemish in what should be his fairytale world.

I am the father who only catches glimpses into his life,  
I am a monthly standing order, a hunter with his gun

Who lost his way out hunting, a sailor adrift at sea 
Outside a Clondalkin house, meekly awaiting my turn.

I am a weekly routine, a slot allotted by a mediator,  
A concerned voice unable to discern if he is all right,

I am the name that he has learnt not to call out for: 
The absence who cannot banish his fears at night.

- Dermot Bolger

This poster is part of NIGHT & DAY, an exhibition of poster poems by Dermot Bolger about everyday life in South 
Dublin County, commissioned and presented by INCONTEXT3, South Dublin County Council’s Per Cent for Art
Scheme which is funded by the NRA and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Having been first published as posters displayed in the community, Bolger’s poem sequence was then interlaced 
with poems by other writers who live or work in South Dublin County to form the illustrated anthology  
Night & Day: Twenty Four Hours in the Life of Dublin City, which is published by New Island/South Dublin 
County Council. Bolger’s sequence was also published separately in his collection External Affairs. These posters 
and the poems by other writers in Night & Day can be downloaded from www.Dermotbolger.com. 

Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot Bolger is one of Ireland’s best known poets, novelists and playwrights.  

Designed and produced by Yellowstone Communications Design  670 4200.


