No tantrums, no silences, no waiting lists for doctors,
No grammar of autism to slowly come to comprehend,
No son terrified of swimming, even with armbands,

Cocooned in a world that contains no stop-watches
Or sense of time, no admittance granted to strangers.
I drive my son to day-care centres and to specialists

On choked roads like this and while | curse the traffic
He stares out blankly as if half watching a dull film.
| love him and he loves me, even if he cannot show it.

In some dreams | see him dive into a pool and glide
In my slipstream, made graceful in a floating world.
But he screams if he sees me packing my swim gear.

Twice a week in the local pool people stare, transfixed
By my apparent speed. To me it feels like slow motion
As | blunder into beginners blocking up the lane.

Why do | bother wasting my precious hours of parole?
Perhaps because, occasionally amid a tumble-turn
| block out this sense of being impeded and helpless,

| become the perfect swimmer, effortlessly omnipotent,
Moving with ease, barely needing to draw breath:
No disappointment can touch me inside my element.

- Dermot Bolger
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Atha Cliath Theas Gornhshaol, Oidhreacht agus Riattas A Having been first published as posters displayed in the community, Bolger's poem sequence was then interlaced

South Dublin County Council Environment, Heritage and Local Government with poems by other writers who live or work in South Dublin County to form the illustrated anthology
Night & Day: Twenty Four Hours in the Life of Dublin Gity, which is published by New Island/South Dublin

County Council. Bolger's sequence was also published separately in his collection External Affairs. These posters
NR F and the poems by other writers in Night & Day can be downloaded from www.Dermotbolger.com.

I N C O N T E XT National Roads Authority Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot Bolger is one of Ireland’s best known poets, novelists and playwrights.
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